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13 Yeesookyung

Yeesookyung has consistently worked across a wide range of media—including
installation, sculpture, performance, video art, painting, and drawing—grounded in
a richly imaginative and narrative sensibility. Yee’s practice explores fundamental
questions that traverse past and present, life and death, the real and the surreal,
the secular and the sacred, the personal and the collective, society and its
systems, and various cultural contexts. Drawing inspiration from ancient myths
and stories while weaving in her own lived experiences, Lee constructs a singular
and original artistic universe. She has established an international presence
through numerous solo exhibitions, including Yee Sookyung : Portable Temple
(Musée Cernuschi, Paris, 2023), Moonlight Crown (Art Sonje Center, Seoul, 2021),
A Long Way Around (Buk-Seoul Museum of Art, Seoul, 2021), Whisper Only to You
(Museo di Capodimonte, Naples, 2019), Cultivating Faith (Atelier Hermes, Seoul,
2015), and When | Become You (Museum of Contemporary Art Taipei, 2015).

Jeongga: In Transition to Another Dimension (2025)

A poem left unfinished,

A drawing left incomplete.

If | were young,

I might have become a courtesan.

Now, in my old age, | sing of love— this weaving of emotions,
this offbeat rhythm of a jitterbug.

Don't be disgusted.

I, too, was once young.

| opened a drawer, and what poured out? Longings.
Is it possession? Is it a divided self?

Don't worry about that.

My world is expanding;

I’'m transitioning to another dimension.

So go ahead—call me an early adopter.

Artists and Works Yeesookyung [E=]

134

Ol=Z2 S5 MAY dazdg Higfoz HA| 0l&, =2, HEHA HC|2 OfE, 2|3, E2Y S
Chfgt 2oko| Qi 2 ES| sHm ATt 3ot pidl, WEat =5, T4t HIHY, M&HO|ALt
gA242 A, IRt EfQl, ALZ|ot AIAH, 2|1 IS Li2te| 2otE ERT 22Nl ARES
Et7HotH 1 12et ofopr oA Y2 Szt AHle| s ARl Aletel SHEQI olE MAIE
MEQICE 0|Z2 of2] Xzfle] T (0|=Z: OIS A AR (MZFA| Ol&, 0i2], 2023), ('
L) (OLEMTME], ME, 2021), (HZ OIOP N MSAIR SMS0IER, M2, 2021), {Whisper
Only to You)(ZHZC|2€efl 0| &2, LHE2], 2019), (232l HAl (oFE2|ofl ol20|A, Mg, 2015),
CLHZH %S T (Etoltflo] i Oj&2t, Efol#|0], 2015) S S I X PLHoIAM UXIS ChMRACH

FoL CE KRS Z o] & (2025)

MOt A
Jejct gt o

ECHEH 7| 4ol2tE EIX|.

Ch 501 AFJER,

o] Z#Ee| A,

EEE TS

AL OR, LIk Bl HEo|2}
M2 Oofu| 2Ot LI2 HREIR.
ol= ofdnt, 2E2 ordnt?
2 2 orAAILE

L M7l =hg=ls Jol

CHE AHHC 2 o[ FolL|

2| o HE{ 2t SE2AALL

Artists and Works Yeesookyung [UE:]

135



Chasing the Sun’s Orbit + Jeongga is a performance where traditional music and Chasing the Sun's Orbit + Jeongga EfRt| A= E w2t + FIt
dance converge with bodybuilding and contemporary sound. It opens with an ornate 2017, single channel video, 12 min. 2017, &2 M HIC|2 SY, 123
costume structure composed of a heavy crown and cumbersome ceremonial robes— © Courtesy of the artist © O|0|X| =7t H|IZ
symbolizing a blind reverence for vanishing traditions, a misunderstanding of them,

or the excess that arises when such traditions are reinterpreted. Blind singer Hyuna

Lee performs a song while two male bodybuilders elevate the performer as if she

were a queen. The work fuses cultural traditions surrounding the sun in Buddhism,

the nine dragons of Korean shamanism, and the Confucian heritage embodied in

jeongga (classical Korean vocal music). Through this performance, which lays bare

the strange beauty preserved within traditional forms, the artist aims to depict the

transcendence of the artist—one who continues on the solitary path of creation while

never ceasing to explore traditional forms and methods. .

Jeongga, originally sijo (lyrical poetry) set to music and used by Confucian scholars
to display their literary refinement, is—when viewed through a contemporary lens—a b 4N
fascinating artistic form in which abstract poetic language is reinterpreted through
the body, transformed into a more sensory and accessible form of performance

art. In her Translated Vases series, Yee Sookyung has likened the act of interpreting
tradition to a process of creative transformation—akin to smashing already-broken
ceramics in a kiln. This new work with jeongga similarly adopts symbolic motifs from
Buddhism and Confucianism, but renders them in abstracted forms whose specific
meanings remain elusive. Through this transformation, the artist reshapes the
aristocratic sijo tradition into a new sonic language.
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